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Presidents Report
Not much to report at this time it©s 
been a quiet few weeks for the start of 
season unfortunately the weather 
hasn©t been very good to us, which 
means we missed out on 2 point 
scoring days let©s hope for better 
weather next time. 

On a better note don©t forget that the 
Christmas BBQ is only a few weeks 
away on the 4th December. This is a 
free lunch for all members and their 
families, so come along and join in on 
the fun. A reminder to all that it is very 
important to RSVP as gifts for the 
kids and catering needs to be 
organised in order for this event to 
go ahead. 

Central Coast Tournament is on the 
6th, 7th & 8th January. There are 
already a few of our boats heading up 
so make sure you join us. Last year
they put on a great tournament.

Interclub is fast approaching all entry 
forms need to be with our club secretary 
by 31st December. Entry forms have 
been sent out and can also be 
downloaded from the Botany Bay 
website so DONT BE LATE or you will 
end up fishing in a composite team. 
Let©s make this year another great success. 

I would like to thank all our new sponsors 
for our coming tournament. Do not forget 
members the best way to thank our 
sponsors is to support them.

On a final note last year©s Ladies 
Chardonnay raft up on Australia Day 
in Botany Bay was a great success, 
so we have decided to do it again. 
 Make sure you come along with 
family and friends. Show the family 
a great time and get some brownie 
points for the rest of the season. 
Stay tuned for more details until then, 

Tight lines

Ameen Ayoub
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The Botany Bay Game Fishing Club would like to express our thanks to all our sponsors and would ask that 
members and tournament participants show their appreciation by supporting those businesses 
that have supported you

SPONSORS LIST

Australian Fishing Network
BlueWater Magazine
CASIO Watches
EvaKool
JB Lures
KC Media Solutions
Seafurface.com.au
SolRX
TK Fuels Australia
Total Knife Care
Towcam.com.au
Wellseys Tackle
Xcel Signs
Remko Electrionics
Bradley Smokers
Sticky Mats
Platypus Lines
D&D Autos
Furuno
Hunts Marine
Rapala Freetime
Profile Financial Services
Able Hire
Brobrik
Abuild Pro
JAG Plumbing
NJK Developments
Ultimate Rods
Gabe's Tackle
Thyssen Krupp Elevators
Club Marine
Black Pete
Reelax

Ameen's Locksmith

Crystal Car Wash
Dolton House
Jeppesen Marine
C-Map
Onboard Engineering
Ottos Tackle World
JM Gillies
Basser Millyard
Heatons Tackle World
Scotty Downriggers
BCF Boating Camping & Fishing
Mako Eyewear
Eternity Cupcakes
Parkside Superior Meats & Souvlakia
Sydney Best & Fresh Smallgoods
Blu Eye Sports Eyewear
Jarvis Walker
Fin-Nor
Rovex
Seriously Stainless
Calypso Fishing Adventures
Bracey's Tyre Service
Everwilling Cranes
Engel Australia
AE Design
Downrigger Shop
Global Marine Group
Pinpoint Comms
St George Meats
Sydney Indoor Paintball

Compleat Angler

Offshore Magazine 
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Elected 2011 - 2012  Committee

Honorary Accounts
Pollard Williams Pty Ltd

Hon. Weighmaster
John Hartley

Life Members
Bill Heyward (Deceased)

Joyce Heyward
Kevin Hegner

Grahame Williams
Bill Heaton

Recorder
Craig Kermond

Fax 02 8209 6610
PO Box R1717

Royal Exchange
NSW 1225

Executive Committee

Treasurer Terry Bugden

Mobile Phone         0412 500 218

Email    jandtb@optusnet.com.au

Committee              Eddy Rostirolla

Mobile Phone         0419 612 780

Email    eddyros@optusnet.com.au

President               Ameen Ayoub

Landline Phone     9567 6616

Facsimile               9241 3521

Mobile Phone        0418 442 244

Email  ameen@ameenslocksmith.com.au

Committee              John Hartley 

Mobile Phone         0411 702 390

Secretary:

Phone:         0437 040 572
Email:  secretary@botanybaygamefishing.com.au

or dmiriklis@optusnet.com.au

Harry Miriklis, 

Committee             Jeff Manson

Mobile Phone        0419 389 226

Email   spin-drift@bigpond.com

Vice President        Craig Kermond 

Landline Phone      8922 2003 (work)

Mobile Phone         0424 890 646

Email                  craig@kcmedia.biz

Offshore Magazine Editor

Eddy Rostirolla

Offshore Magazine 
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PROPOSED NSWGFA TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 2011/2012
Tournament Name

NOV - 2011
11th - 15th 2011 Club Marine Insurance Hot Current Fishing Tournament – Coffs Harbour GFC
12th - 13th Shoalhaven Light Tackle Tournament – Shoalhaven GFC
25th - 27th White Sands Tournament – Jervis Bay GFC
JAN - 2012
6th - 14th 28th Golden Lure Tournament – Port Macquarie GFC
7th & 8th Central Coast Bluewater Classic – Central Coast GFC
20th - 22nd 26th Annual Tollgate Islands Classic – Batemans Bay GFC
27th - 29th Shimano Bermagui  Bait & Tackle  Blue Water Classic - Bermagui BGAC
20th - 22nd Bill Heyward Tournament – Botany Bay GFC
FEB - 2012
3th - 5th Jess Sams Tournament – Ulladulla GFC
3rd - 5th Big Fish Bonanza Tournament – Lake Macquarie GFC
11th - 12th Shellharbour GFC Open Tournament – Shellharbour GFC
18th & 19th Luhrs Billfish Shootout – N’cle & Port Stephens GFC
24th - 26th 2012 Nautilus Boat Insurance Interclub Tournament – NSWGFA (1st weekend)
MAR - 2012
2nd & 4th 2012 Nautilus Boat Insurance Interclub Tournament – NSWGFA (2nd weekend)
10th & 11th Alliance Tag & Release Tournament – Bermagui BGAC
11th - 12th Southern Zone Interclub - Southern Zone
17th - 18th Broken Bay Invitational Tournament – Broken Bay GFC
23th - 25th 38th Annual Shoalhaven Open – Shoalhaven GFC
30th - 31st Eden Open Game Fishing Tournament -  Eden S & GFC
APR - 2012
1st 2012 Eden Tournament – Eden S & GFC
6th - 8th Peter Goadby Memorial 60th Anniversary Tournament SGFC – Sydney GFC
21st - 22nd Kiama Blowhole Big Fish Classic – Kiama GFC
21st - 23rd

9th - 10th

8th - 10th
1st - 3rd

Merimbula Open  –  Merimbula BG & LAC
35th Viking Diesel Marine Port Hacking 100 Tournament – Port Hacking GFC27th - 29th

MAY - 2012
14th - 16st CGFC Annual Yellowfin Tournament – Canberra GFC
JUNE - 2012

26th Annual Yellowfin Competition – Batemans Bay GFC

Merimbula Broadbill Tournament - Stage 2 - Merimbula GFC
Merimbula Broadbill Tournament - Stage 1 - Merimbula GFC

AUGUST -  2012
4th -5th  Geoffrey Woolley Memorial Tournament – Sydney GFC

Date

Offshore Magazine 
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Fishing Calendar
2011 - 2012

November
Sunday 13th             Point Score 
Sunday 27th             Point Score 
December
Saturday 3rd             Fishing for Sick Kids 
Sunday 4th               Christmas Party 
Sunday 11th             Point Score 
January
Friday 6th                 Central Coast GFC

Tournament - Briefing 
Saturday 7th             Central Coast GFC 

Tournament - Point Score 
Sunday 8th               Central Coast GFC

Tournament - Point Score 
Friday 20th               BBGFC Bill Heyward 

Tournament - Briefing 
Saturday 21st           BBGFC Bill Heyward

Tournament - Point Score 
Sunday 22nd            BBGFC Bill Heyward

Tournament - Point Score 
February
Sunday 5th               Point Score 
Wednesday 15th      Member's Meeting 
Friday 24th               NSWGFA Interclub
                                 - Briefing 
Saturday 25th          NSWGFA Interclub Day 1 
                                 - Point Score 

nday 26th            NSWGFA Interclub Day 2
                                  - Point Score 

March
SuSaturday 3rd           NSWGFA Interclub Day 3 
                               - Point Score 
Sunday 4th             NSWGFA Interclub Day 4
                               - Point Score 
Friday 16th             Broken Bay GFC Tournament
                                - Briefing 
Saturday 17th         Broken Bay GFC Tournament
                                - Point Score 
Sunday 18th           Broken Bay GFC Tournament
                               - Point Score 
April
Friday 6th               Sydney GFC Tournament
                               - Briefing 
Saturday 7th          Sydney GFC Tournament
                               - Point Score 
Sunday 8th            Sydney GFC Tournament
                               - Point Score 
Wednesday 11th   Member's Meeting 
Friday 27th            Port Hacking GFC Tournament
                               - Briefing 
Saturday 28th       Port Hacking GFC Tournament
                              - Point Score 
Sunday 29th         Port Hacking GFC Tournament
                              - Point Score 
May
Sunday 20th        Point Score 
July
Sunday 8th          Presentation Lunch 
August
Wednesday 8th    Botany Bay GFC AGM

Offshore Magazine 

WHATS COMING UP 
Rip this Page out and stick it on your fridge so you don©t 

miss a thing!!

Port Hacking Game fishing Club Special Members Night
P ort Hacking gfc have invited Botany Bay Gfc to attend a special member©s 

thnight on Tuesday, the 15  of November at The Port Hacking Royal Motor 
Yacht Club.

Elliott Stark from the billfish foundation will be a special guest and speaker.

The talk will commence at 7:30pm at  The Port Hacking Royal Motor 
Yacht Club, 228 Woolooware road south, Cronulla

The Billfish Foundation is an international organisation with its headquarters I
n Fort Lauderdale, USA, dedicated to the conservation of billfish world- 
wide. It was founded by a group of dedicated and concerned anglers, 
scientists, skippers and fisheries administrators in 1986 with many 
objectives aimed at preserving and managing billfish stocks for the present 
and the future.

Since that time it has recorded significant accomplishments including its 
world-wide TBF Tagging Programme, now the largest in the world.

 In the 1990©s TBF recognised that it was necessary to include advocacy in 
its portfolio to ensure that responsible fisheries management was based 
onsound science, a crucial step in successful billfish management.

Special guest ELLIOTT STARK is a science and policy specialist for the 
Foundation who works on the Tag and Release data base and on fisheries 
policy issues from around the world. Elliott is from Austin, Texas and holds
a Masters Degree in Marine Policy. He has fished extensively around the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and will be travelling on to the Cairns region 
after his visit to Sydney.

He will speak on the work of The Billfish Foundation  and its achievements
to date and programmes for the future.

Otto's - Product night – 24th Nov 
thOtto©s are having a display on Black Petes products on the 24  November 

at 7pm all 20% of on all items there will be drinks and finger food on the 
night. Please call Ameen if you would like to go we just need numbers.

rdFishing For Sick Kids – 3  Dec (see flyer)
rdJervis Walker  Day on the Bay Will take place on Saturday the 3  of Dec 

For more information or to book a spot please Call Jeff Manson On 
0419 398 226 or Email Spin-drift@bigpond.com

rdBotany Bay GFC Christmas Picnic  – 4  Dec (see flyer)
thThe Christmas Picnic will take place on the 4  of Dec in Anderson Park, 

Alongside the Motor Boat Club. It will be a fun day for all so don©t let your 
thkids down, make sure you RSVP by the15  November to Harry and 

Danielle dmiriklis@optusnet.com.au or 0437 040 572. It©s important 
that we know how many children from each family and also their age.



Offshore Magazine 
th“IT'S COMING! The 25

 Bill Heyward Memorial Tournament.”
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Your name:__________________________________  Contact number:______________________________

Child 1

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Age: __________________________            Sex:                  Boy / Girl              Child of member: Yes / No
(please circle)                                                                 (please circle)

Child 2

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Age: __________________________            Sex:                  Boy / Girl              Child of member: Yes / No
(please circle)                                                                 (please circle)

Child 3

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Age: __________________________            Sex:                  Boy / Girl              Child of member: Yes / No
(please circle)                                                                 (please circle)

Number of Adults attending:______

Offshore Magazine 

Botany Bay Game Fishing Club Kids 
Christmas Picnic

thSunday The 4  Dec 

Anderson Park, Alongside the Motor Boat Club
This year we have an age limit of 12.

Cost for member©s immediate children is free
Kids of non members is $15 

thRSVP: 11  November, To Harry and Danielle 
email address: dmiriklis@optusnet.com.au
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Contact Us
Botany Bay Game Fishing Club Inc.

 Po Box R1717 Royal Exchange NSW 1225

ABN 56 289 454 893

E-MAIL:
botanybaygfc@hotmail.com

Website:
www.botanybaygamefishing.com.au

We're on Facebook
Add us:

http://facebook.com/botanybaygfc

For regular updates on 
- Upcoming events

- Tournament and point score results
- Photos

Weigh Station Procedure

following committee member in the following 
order (subject to availability)

If you require a fish to be weighed please contact the 

4. Craig Kermond 0424 890 646

5. Terry Budgen 0412 500 218

6. Jeff Manson 0419 389 226

1. John Hartley 0411 702 390

2. Eddy Rostirolla 0419 612 780

3. Ameen Ayoub 0418 442 244
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Cheers to 40 Years
thOn The 25  of October Botany Bay Game Fishing Club turned another 

year older. It was on this day back in 1971 when Bill Heyward, 
Phill Birdsall, John Blight, Ron young, Jim Brown, Merv Charles, 
Stan Faulker, Bob Randel, Ray Archer, Ernie Way and T Murphy 
decided to form the Botany Bay Game Fishing Club. The club wouldn©t 
be where it is today without these founding members and to them we 
are forever grateful. 

ªHave news or photos you would 
like to share? Email us at 
botanybaygfc@hotmail.com

BERNI-CE TROPHY

(Originally:
Overall Highest Point 

Scoring Boat)

ªCHAMPION BOATº

©Berni-Ce© ± A traditional 
30 odd foot timber vessel 

of the time.

Berni- Ce Trophy – Champion Boat

Skipper:  Merv CHARLES joined 23nd 
November 1971, a member until 81 -82 
season.
1st Mate:  Bernice CHARLES joined 
3nd October 1972.
Crew:  (as at 72 -73 season) Daughters 
Deirdre & Sharon, John Allsopp, Stuart 
Hingee, Don Ralph & Ron Wright. 
There were numerous other crew 
members during the history of Berni-Ce, 
who along with Don and Ron went on 
to register the own boats and represent 
the Club with varying distinction.

Berni-Ce was one of twelve boats that 
made up the boat registration from 
1972 ± 73 seasons. Merv and Bernice 
were very active members fishing most 
point score days, representing our Club 
at many tournaments up and down the 
east coast. During her (Berni-Ce) 
career many notable captures were 
made including a 40lb Wahoo on 20lb 
line caught by John Allsopp on the 25th 
March 1973, earning our first NSW 
record and a Club record. Ironically 
Merv would take the Club record off 
John with the capture of a 56lb Wahoo
on 20lb line on the 6th March 1976. 
One of the last captures was 217kg 
tiger shark on 15kg line by Bernice.

One of the more significant 
contributions made by the Charles 
family was opening their home at 
Kangaroo Point to the members of the 
Club on a number of occasions, 
particularly when a weigh 

station was required. For a number of 
point score days when there was a 
transition period between construction 
and / or relocation of the Club weigh 
stations, a portable one was c
onstructed at the end of the family 
wharf and pontoon. Fund raising 
functions were also held at the 
waterfront property, including Club 
BBQ©s and a number of gambling / 
casino nights, which were a lot easier 
to organise on those days.

Merv also served on the 1974 ± 75 
committee, during his service to the 
Club, he and wife (Bernice) donated 
money towards the formation of a 
number of trophies but particularly the 
©Berni-Ce Trophy©. Originally it was 
known as the ©Overall Highest Point 
Scoring Boat©; later the Committee 
changed the name to ©Champion Boat©.
It was first awarded during the 
1973 ± 74 season where it was won by 
Wombarra with a total point score of 
24,311, now days this would account 
for one fish but point score systems 
were very different back then.  The 
©Berni-Ce Trophy© is still hard fought for 
today and carries the names of many 
well respected vessels past and 
present that have influenced the n
ature and history of the Club.
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ªBotany Boats Lockout, Pelagic 
and Manic have been out 
chasing the Reds off Sydney 
with some success.º

Inshore Fishing Report
Snapper have been hit and miss on the inshore reefs. They seem to be 
there one day and gone the next. When you find them there have been 
some good fish amongst them. Find the bait and the snapper generally 
won©t be far behind. 

The kingfish are starting to make an appearance as the water warms up. 
Some large models have been taken off Long Reef and along the 20-30m 
line off the headlands out the front of Botany. Jigs and livebaits have been 
doing the damage, however if you find them on the surface you will get 
them on stickbaits and poppers.

The bay should start to fire for all the usual species once the water warms 
a little further. The rat kingfish have already appeared and the schools of 
trevally have been prevalent for the last few months

Offshore Fishing Report

Zifius, a Kiama GFC Boat got a nice 
surprise when fishing for Broadies 
in October when they caught a 
414kg Mako on 24 with only 10ft 
of 400lb leader.

The spring weather is upon us 
and for the next few months 
we will see more onshore 
winds that might hamper the 
fishing for some. 

The offshore scene has been 
slow of late, with only the 
occasional mako keeping 
anglers busy. Further south 
there has been a run of 
yellowfin and albacore but the 
good water has stayed clear 
of Sydney. We can only hope 
for those warm currents to 
arrive soon. 

Something for our lady 
anglers - I was up touring the 
Kimberly©s WA where I heard 
of a female angler by the 
name of Joanne Tatham who 
had just beaten the existing
Women©s Australian and state 
record long tail tuna by 7 kilos. 
The fish weighed 15 kg on 
2 kg line and has been 
submitted for testing by the 
international Game fishing 
association. Good luck with 
the claim Joanne!
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Fishing World Summer 
Long Issue

You might notice a familiar face on the 
cover of this month©s Fishing World
Magazine. Chloe Taylor has been a 
member of our club for two years and 
fishes aboard ªRazorbackº with Matt 
Ghosn and crew. As well as game 
fishing, Chloe enjoys sports fishing for 
kingfish, jewfish and other assorted 
species however her favourite target 
at the moment is snapper on soft 
plastics. The picture on the cover is of 
an 80cm snapper she caught in Coffs
Harbour in September on one of the 
new Shimano waxwing lures. The
magazine also features an article 
and interview with Chloe and we 
encourage all members to get 
themselves a copy when it is 
released on November 15. 
Congratulations Chloe!!

Fishing World Summer Long Issue

JAN 6-7-8

central coast gamefishing club

BLUEWATER CLASSIC 2012
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New advice on treating bluebottle stings
I believe this summer is going to be an extremely bad blue bottle season. So apart form carrying Vinegar
and ªstingoseº this may help any unfortunate who cops a sting

Medical experts are misleading the public on how to treat jellyfish stings, Australian researchers say.

Thousands of bluebottle stings occur in Australia each year, proving to be a daily medical problem for 
surf lifesavers.

For decades, first-aid bodies, including the European-based International Life Saving Federation, 
have recommended ice-pack treatment to stem pain after an attack.

However, this is the opposite of what should be done, says a study published in this month©s Medical 
Journal of Australia (MJA).

Heat packs and hot showers reduce the intensity and pain duration of a bluebottle sting significantly 
more than cold treatment, the report says.

The study of 96 people stung by the jellyfish in eastern Australian oceans was undertaken because 
there was no scientific evidence to indicate cold treatment eased the pain of bluebottle stings, the 
MJA reports.

During the first twenty minutes of the trial, conducted by six Australian doctors and scientists, 87 per 
cent of the hot-water patients reported less pain compared to 33 per cent of patients treated with ice 
and cold water.

The hot water, applied continuously and rapidly at 45 degrees, penetrated the skin causing the marine 
venom to dissipate, the study reveals.

"We found that hot water immersion was highly effective compared with ice packs in the treatment of 
pain caused by bluebottle stings," the report says.

"The treatment effect with hot water immersion 
improved for most between 10 and 20 minutes, 
whereas there was improvement for only a third 
of patients treated with ice packs during that time."

However, nearly all hot-water patients reported more 
severe pain during the first ten minutes of treatment 
than those administered conventional treatment.

No hot-water patients reported recurrence of pain 
after 20 minutes, while two treated with the ice 
packs and cold water did.

Bluebottle tentacles cause an extremely sharp 
sting, which is aggravated by rubbing the 
affected area.

Intense pain may be felt for a few minutes to 
many hours and resuscitation may be needed
 in extreme cases.

In Australia and New Zealand, this jellyfish is
known as the bluebottle due to its colour and 
shape when strewn on a beach.

Elsewhere in the world, it is known as the 
Portuguese man-of-war because it is said to
look like a Portuguese battleship with a sail.
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Who said Whites have a red card. Nothing 

barred at Newcastle.

Now NSW DPI fisheries has to send some 

shark expert  public servants to Taylors Beach 

fisheries research centre Port Stephens at the 

tax payers cost, to piss it up for a few days 

whilst this monster is cut up for research 

purposes  Wouldn©t it be great if they were 

based there.
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2 x130 custom rods with 
tiagra reels 

both spooled with 
Dacron line 

used twice only 
$ 3.500,00 for the pair

2 x 24kg custom rods 
brand new $ 650.00 each

Ring bill Heaton on
 0414568730

For Sale!

NSWGFA Interclub 2012 
Members that want to represent our club 
at Port Stephens Interclub must register 
before the end of December.

To any member that has never fished the 
interclub tournament and would like to, 
speak to someone in the committee or 
speak to our secretary Harry. he will be 
more than happy to help you with any 
questions

Just a reminder to skippers to make sure 
all paper work is in order and that all tackle 
and safety gear on your vessel is up to
date. If you need a refresher on the rules 
more information is available on the
NSWGFA website : 

www.nswgfa.com.au

ªRazorback©s Matthew Ghosn & Chloe Taylor with their 
2011 Interclub trophies.º
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2012 Nautilus Boat Insurance Interclub Tournament & 
Associated Activities

Friday – February 24th – 7.30 pm
�§ Interclub Registrations:12 midday to 7.30 pm
�§ Interclub Briefing:held in Nautilus marquee adjacent to weighstation – it is 

mandatory that a representative from each boat attend the briefing, sign the register
and verify the boat entry form. Sign in from 5.30 pm to 7.30 pm.

�§ Lucky Boat Draws:will take place during the Interclub briefing.

Saturday – February 25th – Day 1 – 2012 Nautilus Boat Insurance Interclub Tournament
�§ Sail Past:Boats to assemble on the western side of the channel marker near the 

Dutchmans Bay (Dutchies) buoy by 7.00 am. Sail Past will commence at 7.15 am 
precisely.

�§ Fishing Times: “Game Fish Base” will call “start of fishing” at conclusion of Sail Past.
Fishing will cease for the day at 5.00 pm.

�§ Tournament Weigh Station:will open at 4.00 pm.

Sunday – February 26th – Day 2 – 2012 Nautilus Boat Insurance Interclub Tournament
�§ Fishing Times: 7.00 am to 5.00 pm
�§ Tournament Weigh Station:will open at 4.00 pm

2012 Ladies Day Tournament - TBC
�§ Fishing Times: 7.00am to 4.00pm - tournament open to ALL Ladies regardless of age,

the only stipulation is that the boat must a 2012 Interclub registered boat.
�§ Tournament Weighstation:will open at 3.00pm
�§ Ladies Day Presentation of Trophies:Nautilus Marquee at 6.00pm - open to

registered Ladies Day Tournament anglers and participating boat crews.
Midweek Fishing Competition – TBC
Markets & Static Displays – TBC
50th Anniversary Dinner - TBC

Sponsors Trade Day & Party in the Park – Date TBC
�§ Sponsors Trade Day:will be held in the Nautilus Marquee from 12 midday
�§ Party in the Park:for registered Interclub anglers & their families will commence at

4.00pm

Saturday – March 4th – Day 3 – 2012 Nautilus Boat Insurance Interclub Tournament
�§ Fishing Times: 7.00 am to 5.00 pm
�§ Tournament Weigh Station:will open at 4.00 pm
�§ Fireworks Extravaganza Approx. 8.30pm

Sunday – March 5th – Day 4 – 2012 Nautilus Boat Insurance Interclub Tournament
�§ Fishing Times: 7.00 am to 4.00 pm – cut off time at weigh station for boats (fly point)

is 6.00 pm or if walking capture/tag to weighstation, the angler, capture/tag card,
fishing gear must be at the security gate at entrance to weighstation by 6.00pm

�§ Tournament Weigh Station:will open at 3.00 pm
�§ 2012 Interclub Presentation Dinner: will commence at 7.30 pm – West Diggers

(Previously RSL Club)
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Tag Locations
Offshore Magazine 

ªNeed more information on 
Tagging or new tag cards? 
Contact the committee
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G'day lads,

The delightful Adams family (no, not THAT Addams family!) visit ed on Saturday, to pick up an 
electric reel. Eldest daughter and mad keen fisho Rachael was telling me about her adventures 
at South-West Rocks, and subsequently sent through some pictur es, for which I'm very grateful 
indeed. Here's Rachaels' story:

I was fishing for spotted mackerel off Grassy Head with 8kg lin e 
and a pilchard on three gang hooks and bam, I had a fish on. l didn't 
realise it was a Tiger Shark until it went around the front of the 
boat, and dad had to take the rod up the side walkway to th e front 
of the boat to make sure we didn't lose it.

Dad, yelling out that it was a shark,
 it came back down to the back of 
the boat where I took the rod over 
again. I fought the fish for 45 
minutes on the 8kg line and we 
got it right up to the side of the 
boat and it started doing the death roll, with the line wra pping around its neck. It then 
untangled itself and started to swim in circles like it wa s circling its prey before it attached. I 
got it back up to the side of the boat and we found out they were dangerous to man and not good 
eating, so we decided that we wouldn't bring the shark insi de the boat as we wanted to keep our 
toes. We broke the line off at the side of the boat.
Lauren caught the dolphin fish off the fad at 
South West Rocks and I was driving the boat as 
the current was very strong. Dad had a Dolphin 
fish on and four more followed it up to the back of 
the boat so Lauren feed a pilchard out and she 
was on to the big one in the group.

Great story Rachael, and please keep them 
coming? I'm sure the electric reel will 
produce some great fish for you too. Warm 
currents are heading south (we had 22.9 
degrees in 200 fathoms last week, off Seal 
Rocks) and so early season marlin reports 
are coming in. Glen writes, from 
Solitary Islands GFC: 
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The Solitary Islands Game Fishing Club 
(www.solitaryislandsgamefishingclub.com ) held their second 
monthly comp this weekend past. The weather was rubbish, 
especially in the morning, with 20 knots of southerly making travel 
difficult, but eight boats still hit the water. By late morning, however,
the wind was dropping out nicely.

Most boats encountered striped marlin, but they were being their 
usual pernikity selves, with lots of hits and misses and just the 
occasional (brief) hookup. We had three bites from stripes, one of 
which was the smallest I©d ever seen, barely 30 kilos. Fortunately,
we got a 70 kilo fish to stay attached for Matt McEwan.

The 40 Caribbean Secret Mens Business managed to find a big 
blue in amongst the stripes, but spooled them on 24 kilo. Some 
fish! Most of the activity was south east of Coffs, between the 
Sawtell and Nambucca canyons. Pictured is the striped caught 
by Matt. The second tag in its shoulder is a Billfish Foundation tag. 
Cheers, Glen.

Thanks, Glen! Very grateful you took the time to write, and 
congratulations on the incredible membership growth of Solitary  Islands GFC. WA correspondent 
Fitz got his new downrigger last week and was straight out and into it, off Bunbury. He writes:

Andrew,Got a Dhuie today, not big around 4 kilos or so, ideal 
eating size¼.. I used the downrigger on the way out, I had 21m 
out in 23 on the way out to my GPS marks, I found about 5 schools 
of God knows what but they showed red with big fish vertically 
stacked, but no go, I think I will need a live bait tank. Next payday 
I will buy a fish bag off you. Fitz.

Striking photography, Fitz. Move over McGlashan, there's a 
new kid in town! Very grateful for your updates my friend, we 
don't hear nearly enough about WA here on the east coast. The 
chiller bag will work better for you, than this method of fish 
storage.

Talking about boats, the old tinny has served me well since I  
bought her, back in 1987. Made by Star in WA, she start ed life 
as an abalone boat in western South Australia. She was then  sold 
to Sydney Aquarium, who fitted her with a 1000 litre tank to 
catch jewfish, kingfish and snapper, mostly up at Long Reef. 
After eighteen months of searching, going as far south as 
Batemans Bay and as far north as Harrington, I finally sa w 
an ad for the boat in Trading Post  magazine. She was in 2C 
survey for 30kms offshore and fitted with twin brown band 
Mercury 90s, one of which had a blown head. I secured a deal 
with the Aquarium to buy her for $11,500 including trail er and 
a six man raft in survey. She is now on her fourth motor and 
still my pride and joy. Only major engineering was the 
installation of a box transom about fifteen years ago, to 
handle the extra power of the Yamaha 175HP. 
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She's been a great old tub, used for everything from fishing nort h of Cooktown, to deer hunting 
on Lake Dartmouth in Victoria, to taking overseas visitors si ghtseeing around the Harbour.
But she's looking a little bit tired lately. Jigs hitting  the hull, makos thrashing on short traces, 
banging into the houseboat at Manly (where we get our live bait ) have all left a lot of battle scars. 

I've done a couple of tackle shows with Jon, Greg and Evan from Northern Beaches Marine, at 
Brookvale. They are mad keen fishos themselves, matter of fact Evan has been away at a Bream 
comp somewhere, all weekend. We cut a deal and I dropped her down at Brookvale a couple of
weeks ago.  The budget didn't permit a full respray but they' ve done a great job, on the external 
top side.

Anti fouled below the waterline too, because she's going on a mari na at Christmas time so we can 
fish more often. I'm not getting any special pricing from the l ads, but would like to say that NB 
Marine have been very professional, on schedule and well priced i ndeed. I feel quite confident in 
recommending them to both friends and clients and it's very l ikely that, when funds permit, I'll 
be chasing them up for a nice new Suzuki 140 too.

The Ranfurly Banks is a big kingfish mecca, not to mention the monster bass and hapuka that are 
permanent residents. It is off the east coast of New Zealand, and consists of massive undersea 
mountains and valleys. Its main shelf is about 100 metres deep. It is 15 metres at its shallowest, with 
canyons and rises coming up from 2000 metres. It©s about 30 km offshore and its ruggedness 
prevents wholesale fish slaughter by commercial boats [ too scared of losing gear.] The remoteness, 
and harsh wind and currents, limit visits of by recreational fishos in trailer boats - although on the right 
day, with some local knowledge, it isn©t impossible. 

It was our third visit to the Ranfurly. Our mission was a 40 kg +king and 60+kg bass on jigs, having 
landed 30kg kings and big bass on the last trip.
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The photo was taken at the entrance to Katlian Bay at the end of the road in Sitka ,
Alaska ...
The whale is coming up to scoop up a mouthful of herring......... (the small fish seen  at 
the surface around the kayak). The kayaker is a local Sitka Dentist. He apparently didnt 
sustain any injuries from the terrifying experience. The whale was just around the 
corner from the ferry terminal, and all the kayaker could think at that moment in time 
was: "Paddle Man - really fast!"

The whale©s mouth is fully open with the bottom half under the boat. If the whale had 
closed his mouth before he furiously paddled away - He might have been LUNCH!!!
Look at the picture again - He is in the whale©s MOUTH!

And as I have a pack of hungry kids at home, turning up with a chilly bin of fillets always helps to
 justify how much i spend on my jigging gear !We don©t really keep our kings when there is hapuka 
and bass on offer. Of the 100 + we caught, we kept 2 for the smoker and even then, they were: one 
that was foul hooked thru the eye, and one that was bleeding from the gills - making them instant 
shark food. If it was a hot bite we would have boated a couple of hundred amongst us over two days. 
But all in all another successful trip to the Ranfurlys with half the bunch of lads getting personal bests 
and leaving us unfinished business for the next time [ Feb, when the marlin are there.] If you want to
jig or livebait for the world record kingfish or megabass that are lurking at the Ranfurly, give Sarge a 
email or ring he is the fricken man: http://www.coastalfishingcharters.co.nz/

Andrew Hestelow
Managing Director
http://www.downriggershop.com.au/
Tel. +61402075000
Weekly fishing & angling politics reports
40+ videos on Youtube
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Cross Cut On Swords
Author: John Koster, Remko Electronics Fishing Effort Location charts. Don©t head to sea with out a Rekmko 
chart.

An in depth series, how to improve your chances for Broadbill Swordfish. 

Xiphias gladius  a deep-water nocturnal predator, with excellent eating qualities and one of the fish high in 
omega-3 oils. The Swordfish is rumoured to be one of the hardest fighting fish in the ocean. 

In researching this series of articles I spoke to Sydney game fishing clubs bar fishing expert Mike Connor at an 
unofficial Sydney GFC drinking HOLE on the North Shore of Sydney. ªSwordfish the Holy Grail for game 
fishersº says Connor, Connor reckons in his fishing days a number of overnighters to target swordfish were 
undertaken to no avail of a capture. ªThe most exciting part of the trip was following the empty beer can trail 
home that was still floating from the trip outº Connor explains. Plonker? Or just unlucky! Read this series of 
articles to improve your chances.

Sydney Game Fishing Club some years ago organised the Geoff Woolley Memorial Broadbill Swordfish 
Tournament. Bad weather cancelled this event over a few years and the concept has since been shelved. 
Prizes in this tournament for the heaviest swordfish weighed were for one year a new Toyota car. Not really a 
safe gamble for the sponsor putting up the car. Nor was the rumoured $50,000 on offer and collect by the late 
George Besoff, and crew for the capture of a (107Kg CONFIRM) Swordfish out of Port Stephens on board the 
vessel ªBarbra Bº.

In all my years of researching and commercially supplying information to best target pelagic species in relation 
to oceanographic variables, I©ve looked at both commercial and recreational data. In particular I have looked for 
and collected information to build a habitat profile for each species in relation to the many oceanographic 
variables. To do this, collecting commercial catch per unit effort (CPUE) data is usually a good starting point. 
Basically CPUE is a relation of hooks deployed versus returned kilograms for a particular species. And a non 
biased set of data.

Most commercial Swordfish effort off the Australian East coast was undertaken in the wider fisheries such as 
Lord Howe Rise, Norfolk fishery, areas around Middleton Reef, The Trumpet and the Wanganella Banks made 
famous to game fishers by the excellent footage captured by the crew aboard ªUltimate Ladyº in the video 
ªUltimate Fishing Adventures vol 1º. However in this video the crew only came across larger aggregations of 
Stripped Marlin because that©s from all accounts in the video what they planned to target. Little if any effort was 
put in during the night time hours for Swordfish. Some notable CPUE for swords has also come from the 
Continental Shelf area off Coffs Harbour, Sydney, Port Stephens and the South Coast of NSW. A check of 
Remko Electronics Fishing Effort Location Chart data base also shows a small sword fish released alive by a 
commercial long liner while testing bird exclusion line shooting devices for an AFMA trail off the Islands of Port 
Stephens in 2001 hooked during day light hours.  Indicating that juvenile Swordfish could occasionally visit 
areas inside the Continental Shelf. Unconfirmed reports of small swords appearing along near shore waters off
Sydney in 40 fathoms of water and commercial hand liner reports from the Banks area on the south coast. 
Larger Swordfish are also caught commercially along the East Australian Continental Shelf region mostly during 
winter months to early spring as a by catch from vessels targeting Southern Bluefin and Yellowfin Tuna.

A search of Australian game fishing records book, shows notable captures of Broadbill Swordfish in Australia
have all come from the Far NSW South Coast, between the months of April and June all in the 1990©s.
The all-tackle Australian record Broadbill Swordfish of 175kg was taken at Merimbula Canyons on the 30th 
June 1996 by Bill Schroder on 15Kg line Class. Records all so show a capture by the same angler of a 98.5Kg 
Broadbill Swordfish in 1990. More recently reports of a day time capture of a swordfish from the south coast 
area again.

After collecting, evaluating and compiling CPUE data in to a data base I then look at significant CPUE and 
cross reference this with the skipper©s personal comments. Working closely with vessel skippers who during 
and after a trip trial reported back more valuable data. I then further document important information that©s 
been reported back. This may include but not limited to data from Temperatures Depth Recorders (TDR©S), 
light stick colour, bait type and other valuable data which can not be recorded remotely.
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Oceanographic data such as high resolution Sea Surface Height (SSH), SST, Current speed and direction, to a 
lesser extent data such as salinity, and Sea Surface Chlorophyll. We then factor in other data such as season, 
moon phase, tides, wind direction and speed. Creating a broad habitat profile and graphing all the relevant 
data and overlaying this data to geo referenced oceanographic images obtained from remote sensing satellites 
and other sources. Recommendations based on near real time environmental variables matching closely to 
prime habitat data obtained from the processed data can then be made to fishers to go and fish an area likely 
to be holding fish of a certain species. It was not surprising the commercial vessels involved in Remko 
Electronics Fishing Effort Location Charts and recommended fishing areas privately funded FELC trails in the 
mid to late nineteen nineties had better CPUE. Compared to other vessels not using this system in the 
commonwealth managed East Coast Tuna and Bill Fishery. This trend is also showing the same results for 
subscribers to the Remko FELC recreational fishing chart system.

So why are Swordfish such rare a catch for game fisher©s on the East Coast of Australia? Most likely because 
of the amount of fishing effort put into catching them and a misunderstanding of how to target them.

Let©s firstly look at the lack of effort.
Who in their right mind would go out on cold winters night, with rumours that Swordfish are a rare catch, 
maintain a radar and or AIS look out for the increasing number of ships heading to and from the Ports of 
Newcastle, Botany, Port Kembla all the time evaluating the risk of a collision and fish for Broadbill Swordfish. 
When during the day in winter the Tuna fishery and in summer the Marlin fishery can be at times world class.

Data based on catch alone, not effort vs catch, will show a false data in any fishery (just ask the militant greens 
how they publish false data). We all know fish aren©t caught if we aren©t fishing for them. Secondly most people 
don©t really have an understanding of the habitat preferred by Swordfish. You might think you©re in the correct 
spot but the oceanographic variables are not there to support a preferred environment for the particular 
species targeted. An example of this, most could relate to was the Car Park area at the 2007 Interclub with 
poor CPUE compared to the pervious year for marlin CPUE.

After asking around a group of keen anglers. Would they like to take a trip to target Broadbill Swordfish and 
have a good chance of landing one? I did not have one refusal.

Continued in the next edition.
How do we progress forward from here to make a trip targeting Swordfish successful? 

Cookie Cutter Sharks Favourite = Swordfish. Photo courtesy of Mark Wanlass ex part owner/skipper LongLine 
Vessel ªSouth Seasº.
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Botany Bay
Game Fishing Club 

Incorporated

Payment Options: 
Cheq or Money Order to be made out to Botany Bay Game Fishing Club 
EFT Payments are accepted ± MEMBER NAME MUST APPEAR AS REFERENCE NUMBER , copy of EFT receipt is also 
to be lodged with the form 

Botany Bay Game Fishing Club Inc
StGeorge Bank
BSB: 112 879

A/C: 430730505Post your form and cheque/EFT receipt to:
Botany Bay GFC 
PO Box R1717 
Royal Exchange NSW 1225 

Office use only
Cash [   ]  Cheque [   ]  EFT [    ]    Date Received ___/___/_____  Received by Receipt number

Application for new membership 2011-12
Name

Address

Phone (h) Phone (m) 

Email

Name of boat you regularly fish on 

Are you a boat owner Yes (fill in the boat registration form to register it with the club) 
Name of boat 
No

I am applying for the following type of membership TOTAL FEES PAYABLE

1 YR Adult         $160 *  MALE                     FEMALE   $____________________

MALE                   FEMALE                           $_____________________3 YR Adult   $340 *

Junior $ 20 Date  of Birth                                                          $_____________________

*Includes joining fee of $40

NEWSLOG PREFERED VIA        EMAIL POST

Applicant
I agree to be bound by the Rules of the Association of Botany Bay Game Fishing Club incorporated

Signed Date

Proposer:  I (print name) as a member of the association, hereby nominate the above named applicant for 

membership of the association.

Signed Date

Seconder:  I (print name) as a member of the association, hereby nominate the above named applicant for 

membership of the association.

Signed Date

Are you a Member of the St George Motor Boat Club Yes Member number________________ No
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BOAT OWNERS
BOAT REGISTRATION FORM 20..... - 20.....

Owner’s Name: ................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................................................................P/C: .......................

Mobile Telephone: ......................................................................Facsimile: ....................................................................

Telephone Private: ......................................................................Business: .....................................................................

Email: ...............................................................................................................................................................................

Boat Name: ....................................................................Maritime Registration No:........................................................

Length: ............................................................................Make: ......................................................................................

Hull Colour: ...................................................................Superstructure: .........................................................................

Distinctive Features of Markings: ....................................................................................................................................

No. of people safely carried at sea: ............................Moored at: ...................................................................................

Fuel - Type: ........................................Capacity: ..........................................Range: .......................................................

Other Pertinent Information: ............................................................................................................................................

Insurance Policy Number: ………....……… Expiry Date: ……........…….(please attach copy of Certificate of Currency)

Botany Bay Game Fishing Club Incorporated
PO Box R1717 Royal Exchange NSW 1225

YES      QTY     DETAILS                                                                                                           NO

RADIO

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

BILGE PUMPS

FLARES

SMOKE SIGNALS

DINGHY

LIFERAFTS

LIFEBUOYS

LIFEJACKETS

RADAR

DEPTH SOUNDER

COMPASSES

SEA ANCHOR

ANCHORS

FOOD

FRESHWATER

S.S.B. RADIO WITH 2284 OR VHF IS COMPULSORY TO FISH B.B.G.F. CLUB POINT SCORE.

“Please attach a colour photo of the boat”

E . P. I . R . B .

                              ___
.........     SSB         ___     FREQUENCIES ...................................................................
                              ___
.........     27  MHz  ___     FREQUENCIES ...................................................................
                              ___
......... VHF ___     FREQUENCIES ...................................................................
                              ___
.........            UHF ___     FREQUENCIES ...................................................................

.........        MAKE ..........................................................................................................

......... TYPE .............................................................................................

.........    MANUAL/MECH ........................................................................

......... TYPE .............................................................................................

.........     .......................................................................................................

......... TYPE and COLOUR ..................................................................... 

.........    MANUFACTURE and CAPACITY .............................................

......... TYPE and COLOUR ....................................................................

.........    COLOUR ......................................................................................

.........    RANGE .........................................................................................

.........    DEPTH .........................................................................................

.........    HAND - HELD/FITTED ..............................................................

.........    ........................................................................................................

.........    MUD/REEF ..................................................................................

.........    NUMBER OF DAYS PER PERSON ...........................................

.........    NUMBER OF DAYS PER PERSON ...........................................

YES      QTY     DETAILS                                                                                     NO
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Saved as Word/Nicole/Membership/Applications.

2 Wellington Street Sans Souci NSW 221Phone 9529 7276 Fax 9583 1055 www.stgeorgembc.com.au

APPLICATION FOR BOATING/VOTING MEMBERSHIP NO: ____________
Initial Annual Fee ($44 Joining Fee + $22 including GST) - (For Yearly Fee to 31 December)

First Name. ………………………………………….. Surname. ………….………………………………………… ………………..

Residential Address.………………………………………………………………………………… Post Code. ……………………..

Mailing Address (If different to Residential Address). ………………………………………………………………………….……..

Phone (H). ………………....…………… Phone (W). ……………..……..………… Mobile. …………………..…………………...

Date of Birth..…………………………………………………. Email Address …………………………………………………….

Occupation…………………………………………………   Proof of ID …………………………………… No …………………

PRIVACY STATEMENT
The St. George Motor Boat Club is subject to the provisions of thePrivacy Act 1988.The personal information provided by you on
this form/application and attached documents will be used to process your membership application.  Failure to provide all of the
requested information may result in your application being rejected. You have a right to access and correct any of your personal
information that the Club holds about you.

The Club does not usually disclose your personal information to any other organisation or person unless there is a le gal requirement to
do so. The Club may disclose your information to third parties that provide services under contract to the Club.  These cont racts
require the third party to keep your personal information confidential and secure.

Your personal informat ion, including information about you obtained as a result of you placing your membership card in a gaming or
other Club machine (not ATMs), may be used by the Club for marketing purposes to improve our services and to provide you with the
latest information about those services and any new related services and promotions.  Player Activity Statements are available on
request.

I certify that the above particulars and answers to questions are true and correct in every detail and I undertake if elected to observe
faithfully the Memorandum of Association, the Articles of Association and the By -Laws of the St. George Motor Boat Club Limited
for the time being in force.

Please tick if you do not wish to receive Promotional Material Please tick if you wish to receive the Club Journal only

The Legislation has changed to allow Annual Reports to be accessed from the Club Website.
Please tick this box if you wish to receive a hard copy of the Annual Report

Signature of Applicant………………………………………… ………………. Date…………………………………………………
As a member of St. George Motor Boat Club I agree to abide by the rules, constitutions and by -laws of the Club.

We, being financial Boating/Voting Members of the St. George Motor Boat Club Limited, hereby nominate the said applicant for
Membership of the said Club. We respectively declare that the applicant is personally known to us and that in our opinion th e
applicant is a fit and proper person to be admitted as a Member of the Club.

Name of Proposer……………………………………………. Name of Seconder………………………………………….

Badge No Boating/Voting Memb …………………… Badge No Boating/Voting Memb …………………..

Signature of Proposer……………………………………….. Signature of Seconder………………………………………
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Conditions of acceptance as a Boating/Voting Member

The applicant for Boating/Voting Membership must appear before the Membership Investigation Committee prior to the 
application being tabled at a Full Board Meeting of the Club for approval. 

Notice of the date of that meeting will be supplied in writing. Should you be unable to attend that meeting, your 
application will be held over until alternative meeting arrangements have been made. 

The Membership Investigation Committee and the Board reserves the right to reject any application without reason, 
subject to Clause 26 of the Club's Articles of Association.

Applicants will be notified by mail of their acceptance or rejection. 

Once accepted, the applicant will be required to pay the nominated Joining Fee and appropriate Membership Fee to 
validate their membership. 

Should the applicant have joined as an Associate Member, then only the difference between that fee and the fees required 
as a Boating/Voting Member will be applicable. 

Length of service will be calculated from the time the Boating/Voting Membership has been accepted and validated by 
payment

PAYMENT DETAILS – PAYMENT WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED ONCE THE APPLICATION HAS BEEN AP PROVED

Cash Cheque Visa Mastercard
(Amex or Diners not accepted)

Expiry
Trailer Label $55 per year Mooring Permit $22 per year

OFFICE USE ONLY

AMOUNT $……………….. DATE PROCESSED ……………………

T/L …….…….…. M/P …………….

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE

DIRECTOR……………………………………………………..

DIRECTOR……………………………………………………..

DATE APPROVED
ATBOARD MEETING…………………………………………

STAFF…………………………………………………………...
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Club Flags
Large Cotton Flags $64.00

100cm x 50cm

Botany Bay Game Fishing Club

Club Sched Maps $10.00 each

T&R & Capture Books $20.00

Offshore Magazine 
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